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you want of rectangular irregularity suggesting aty street1
and buildings For the Capulets' dance they became pillars
and weie useful for Juliet's tomb They appeared an all th<;
full-set scenes, giving a helpful impression of permanence
The Friar incidents and smaller Gapulet scenes were done
with plain curtains Juliet's potion speech is most effective
with a minimum of furniture we had one couch in front of
a black curtain Romeo's parting with Juliet we an anged
poorly with Romeo going off on one side and a plain back
curtain I have seen it done better by the Ottawa Drama
League with Romeo disappearing over a central balcony
against a sky background In most professional perform-
ances these inward and emotional scenes are hampered by
alien effects If Romeo ties a rope to Juliet's bed to help him
down, and she throws it after him, it is all very convincing
but somewhat disconcerting Such action has no depth of
inward significance at all, and therefore fights against the
words, besides making you too conscious of windows, beds,
dressing-tables, hair-brushes, and so on
In the central fight scene observe that Mercutio and
Benvoho must really start in ill-humour with each othei
It is a hot day They are bored and quarrel initably about
each other's aptitude to quarrel The humour of the situa-
tion should be unconscious on their part They are sho\ 01 in
a mood that makes Mercutio's later actions reasonable An
interesting point arose m Romeo's attack on Tybalt In
contrast with the earlier Mercutio-Tybalt duel, Romeo
rushes on Tybalt m a blind frenzy, disarms him with a
sword and stabs him with a dagger At the dress rehearsal I
found I had no time or space to draw the dagger I just
pushed at him with my hand, his body obscuring the action
Though I clearly could not have drawn the dagger, no one
obsci vcd anything wrong, and we did it that way each night,
without losing the effect In this scene, when the Prince
at nvcs, he is better not speaking from the centre steps He
has done that once It is better to have him down centie
somewhat, m the middle of the geneial distress, as it were,